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Art therapy is a tool to help students interpret, express 
and resolve their emo5ons. When Covid hit, we all 
isolated in our homes. During the two years of the 
pandemic, school life looked dras5cally different. The 
journey back to the place where students feel secure in 
their surroundings is a long one. We are working through 
educa5onal impairments as well as social ones. The key 
of art therapy is to improve or restore the student’s sense 
of personal well-being and a feeling of belonging. Truly 
this is one of the most important aspects that visual art 
can have; the ability to help with depression, anxiety, and 
stress. These ac5vi5es allow students to feel at home in 
the art room while they connect with their peers.  
    - Mrs. Stacey Miller, Art Teacher
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SUCCEEDING IN RAIDER ACADEMY
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When COVID brought the world to a halt in 2020, MASD students found 
themselves in a new learning environment for an extended period of 5me…
home. It was like a very long snowstorm with no end in sight. When schools 
were finally permiOed to open their doors, students and teachers came 
flooding back. However, there were some students who had unexpectedly 
discovered that home educa5on worked really well for them and their 
grades had actually improved. One of those students was Janiyah Queen 
Windham-Brown. 
  
Janiyah, currently in Grade 8, has found Raider Academy to be a great 
solu5on for her. “I can be in the comfort of my own home and sign-in to my 
classes around 8 or 9am,” says Janiyah. “It helps me sBll be able to watch 
over my mom and help her around the house.” Janiyah has had to learn how 
to be responsible and disciplined to complete her schoolwork while also 
having the responsibility of caring for her mother who is homebound due to 
illness. Janiyah also admits that her grades suffered as a 6th grader because 
her enthusiasm over geYng an iPad distracted her from comple5ng her 
assignments.  
  
Janiyah par5cularly likes Social Studies and 
Science because they teach her new, interes5ng 
concepts such as Black Legends and different 
types of atmospheres. Her Raider Academy 
mentor Math teacher, Mr. Boehmer, says she is 
also doing very well in Algebra I. 
  
It appears that Janiyah has found an instruc5onal 
model that is helping her to be successful all 
around. It certainly doesn’t hurt that she gets to 
“go to school” in her jammies!

Janiyah Queen Windham-Brown
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My Pledge to our Veterans: 
  
I pledge to have honor, to treat everyone with respect, to pursue happiness. I pledge to 
treat people with respect, have courage, bravery, I will be there for everyone. I pledge to 
help the poor, to donate to charity, to help people in need. I promise to never mistreat 
someone, to never cheat, to have dignity. I pledge to fight for what I think is right, and 
never anything other than that. I pledge to be a leader, to be a pillar in the community, I 
pledge to be the very best version of myself that I can be. 
  
Veterans are people who have served our country. I personally know a veteran, he didn’t 
fight for our country in the front lines, but instead made important advancements in 
medicine and science. He was a biologist in the army. I respect him very much for what he’s 
done, even though he may not have fought. I respect all veterans, no maOer what they’ve 
done, they’re honorable people who fight for our country. I do not allow any disrespect 
towards them, towards the army, or the country. Our country is not perfect, it’s far from it, 
but as long as there are s5ll people who fight for our country, and for what’s right. Then I 
will s5ll have hope and faith for us.  
  
I wish to see more support be made for veterans, some 
people get out of the army beOer than they came in, but for 
some people they leave with limbs missing, disabili5es, or 
PTSD. These people need to be looked a`er and supported 
in our country, funds from the government, housing, mental 
and physical therapy. These are just some of the things to 
support veterans. A`er all, there’s no way we could 
abandon the people who have fought for us and are part of 
the reason we can live how we live, right? 
  
Overall, I just think veterans have to be honored, respected 
and cared for. We have to honor all of their sacrifices and 
what they fought for. If we don’t, it’ll be disrespecbul, and 
no different from dishonoring our country.

VETERAN’S DAY ESSAY WINNER

Daniel Orellana, Grade 8



Please refrain from planning vaca5ons and 
appointments on PSSA tes5ng dates so as to 
avoid the need to schedule make-up tests for 

your student(s). Requests for educa5onal trips 
will not be approved during tes5ng windows. 

English/Language Arts: 
April 24-28, 2023 

Math, Science & Make-ups: 
May 1-12, 2023

PSSA DATES
It’s simple – you’ve seen it before. You go to pay 
for your order at the grocery store register. Your 
total is $28.35; the pin pad asks you if you want 
to round up to donate the addi5onal 65 cents to 
support local school food programs. You select 
“yes”. It costs you less than a dollar, but it really 
adds up! Even beOer – The GIANT Company will 
donate an addi5onal $250,000 to the program! 

Last year YOU raised over $11,000 for the MASD 
Food Service Program. Let’s see if we can beat 
last year’s amount!

January 1 - February 28, 2023

FEEDING SCHOOL KIDS

HOLIDAY CARD ARTIST
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Mallory Dubs, Grade 6
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On January 20, 2023 from 7:45-11:15, MAMS will 
be hos5ng a morning of ac5vi5es related to Career 
Readiness and Financial Literacy. The YES! program 
consists of a series of four ac5vi5es intended to help 
students gain an apprecia5on for the importance that 
financial and career decisions will play in their lives as 
young adults. 

The program is coordinated by Junior Achievement and 
involves volunteers who work with the students during 
the morning. Each volunteer is able to share their 
background with the students as the day proceeds. 

YES! is one of the qualifying programs for the STEM Pre-
Appren5ceship Cer5fica5on, a state-level creden5al that 
helps students stand out when they explore 
opportuni5es a`er high school. 

VIEW PROGRAM DETAILS

We need volunteers from our community to help facilitate these ac5vi5es for 
our students. There will be online training available ahead of 5me for volunteers as well 
as onsite support. We will also provide a light breakfast for our volunteers! 

We are looking forward to this event where we can spend 5me together as a community 
while empowering and inspiring our students! 

To volunteer, CLICK HERE. 
For more informa5on, please contact Shannon Baker, Vice President Program Opera5ons 
for Junior Achievement at sbaker@jascpa.org. 

Thank you MAMS Families. We are only able to bring these programs and opportuni5es 
to our school for our students with your support. We appreciate all you do for our 
students and school.

JOIN THE FUN ON YES! DAY…

https://www.flipsnack.com/jainspire/yes-brochure-21-22-vc5b5amxu3/full-view.html
https://form.jotform.com/212213285279051
mailto:sbaker@jascpa.org
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PREPARING FOR VIRTUAL LEARNING DAYS

RAIDERWEB.ORG 
For emergencies and closings, a pop-up alert will be posted on our website preventing 
users from accessing the website until after the alert is viewed. Here is an example: 

FACEBOOK 
Middletown Area School District 

RECEIVE A CALL, TEXT AND EMAIL BY SETTING UP SCHOOLMESSENGER IN YOUR PARENT PORTAL 
SchoolMessenger is used for District-wide communications such as announcements, schedule 
changes due to inclement weather, and emergency alerts. Please update your contact 
information and notification preferences in the SchoolMessenger section of your PowerSchool 
Parent Portal so you can receive these important messages. We kindly ask that you select all 
three notification options (text, phone, email) since some messages are only sent via email. 

WHY AM I NOT RECEIVING SCHOOL NOTIFICATIONS? 
There are several possible reasons why you aren’t receiving our communications: 
1. Your SchoolMessenger section in your PowerSchool Parent Portal has not been completed. 

2. There is an error in the information you entered in SchoolMessenger such as a mistyped 
email or phone number.  

3. You did not select all three types of notifications: call, text, and email. 
4. Your contact information changed and you updated it in PowerSchool, but you neglected to 

update it in the SchoolMessenger section. 
5. Our emails are going to your junk folder. You will need to mark our emails as “not junk.” 
6. Someone at your account clicked “unsubscribe” at the bottom of one of our emails so your 

email address is now on our “Blocked List.” 

After troubleshooting the above possible issues, please contact communications@raiderweb.org 
for further assistance.

While you’re there, 
be sure you have 
completed your 
FORMS section.

https://powerschool.raiderweb.org/public/
mailto:communications@raiderweb.org


ASSURANCE STATEMENT 
The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs or employment 
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. The following persons are responsible for coordination of the District’s efforts to meet its obligations with 
regard to non-discrimination: Section 504 Coordinator - Mrs. Krystal L. Palmer, Director of Special Education; Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator - 
Mrs. Tianna Carter, Director of Human Resources; Title VI and Title IX Coordinator - Dr. Chelton L. Hunter, Superintendent of Schools.

This would be a great page to print and post!

WHAT’S NEXT

mamsoffice@raiderweb.org 
Principal: Dr. Shannon Wevodau 
Assistant Principal: Mr. Earl W. Bright IV 
Secretary: Mrs. Julie Barnes 
Guidance Counselor: Mrs. LyneOe Good 
Guidance Counselor: Mr. Mike DeFilippo 
Guidance Secretary: Mrs. Keim Cowan

JAN 02 

JAN 11 

JAN 16 

JAN 20 

JAN 24 

JAN 27 

FEB 09 

FEB 17-20 

MAR 03 

MAR 24 

MAR 29

NO SCHOOL, Winter Recess 

PTSO MEETING, 5:30 p.m. 

NO SCHOOL - MASD CLOSED 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

END OF 2ND MARKING PERIOD FOR SECONDARY 

PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 6:00 p.m. 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Staff Development Day 

MAHS ORIENTATION FOR 8TH GRADERS (during the school day) 

MAHS ORIENTATION FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

OF 8TH GRADERS, 6-8:00 p.m. 

Snowdate: 02/22/23 

NO SCHOOL - MASD CLOSED 

Presidents’ Day Weekend 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR K-11 

MAMS - 11:00 a.m. 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR STUDENTS 

MAMS - 11:00 a.m. 

END OF 3RD MARKING 

PERIOD FOR SECONDARY

PARENT TEACHER STUDENT ORGANIZATION 
PTSO is a vital component of the MAMS 
program. Parents are encouraged to get 
involved in PTSO and aOend mee5ngs. 
Contact PTSO president Jessica Wheeler at 
mamsptso717@gmail.com for more informa5on.

1/11/23 
@ 5:30

SCHEDULE FOR VIRTUAL LEARNING DAYS

STUDENT  

EVENTS

January 17 - Club Day 
January 18 - PBIS Hat Day  
January 20 - “YES” Day 
February 16 - PBIS Slipper Day 
February 21 - Club Day 
March 7 - PBIS Hat Day 
March 21 - Club Day 
March 22 - PBIS Slipper Day


